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Abstract

This paper investigates the effects of environmental conditions during pregnancy on later
life outcomes using quasi-experimental variation created by the immigration of Ethiopian
Jews to Israel in May 24th 1991. Children in utero prior to immigration faced dramatic
differences in medical care technologies, prenatal conditions, and prenatal care at the
move from Ethiopia to Israel. One of the major differences was adequacy of
micronutrient supplements, particularly iodine, iron and folic acid. We find that children
exposed in an earlier stage of the pregnancy to better environmental conditions in utero
have higher educational attainment (lower repetition and dropout rates and higher
Baccalaureate rate) and higher education quality (achieve a higher proficiency level in
their Baccalaureate diploma). The average treatment effect we estimate is driven mainly
by a strong effect on girls. We find however, no effect on birth weight or mortality for

girls.



